




Gateway Friends of the Performing Arts
Deborah E. Downing Memorial Scholarship
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Gateway Friends of the Performing Arts Deborah E. Downing 
Memorial Scholarship Application

Gateway High School
Performing Arts Instructor Evaluation

The following form is designed to allow the performing arts instructors an opportunity to provide the scholarship evaluation 
team with their input on the applicants for this scholarship. This information will be reviewed along with the applicant’s 
written responses.

To the student applicant: Please give a copy of this form to the performing arts instructors that have had you as a student 
in class. This completed form must be sent by the instructor to the Aurora Public Schools Education Foundation at 15701 
E. 1st Avenue, #100 before the deadline for the application.

Student Name

	     (Last) 					              (First) 					          (Middle)

Please list the number of years you have participated in each of the following performing arts programs while at GHS.

	 Concert Band 	 Orchestra 	 Girl’s Chorus	 Theater 1

	 Symphonic Band 	 Jazz Band 	 Men’s Chorus	 Theater 2

	 Wind Ensemble 	 Percussion Ensemble 	 Women’s Ensemble	 Theater 3

	 Marching Band 	 Athenians	 Intro to Theater	 Other

Music Instructor Evaluation
(Scholarship Background)

Within every successful high school performing arts program you will find a small group of students, dedicated to pursu-
ing the excellence and quality of performing arts education, not only for themselves, but also for all students involved in 
the program. These individuals’ enthusiasm and unwavering dedication serve as the foundation for this success. These 
are the students that make the performing arts programs more than just classes, more than places to perform and show-
case talents. They create an environment that feels like a family. 

Deborah Downing entered the Gateway High School music program as many other freshmen, unsure of how she would 
fit in, or where her love of music would take her. She quickly found her place in both choir and band. She loved to sing 
and play her flute and it didn’t take long before she developed an interest in percussion. In her four years at Gateway, 
Debbie performed in the Girl’s Ensemble, The Athenians, Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, Woodwind Quintet as well 
as two World Champion Percussion Ensembles. Outside of Gateway, Debbie was a member of the Blue Knights Per-
cussion Ensemble and was actively involved with the worship band at her church. Whether she was playing or sing-
ing, Debbie’s musicality touched the hearts and souls of everyone around her. She developed her skills as a leader and 
became Drum Major for Gateway High School’s Marching Band as a junior and senior. Debbie’s passion and excitement 
for music was contagious and she was always a shining example for her fellow students.

The Gateway Friends of the Performing Arts Deborah E. Downing Memorial Scholarship will be awarded annually by 
the Gateway Friends of the Performing Arts to a graduating senior from Gateway High School who has been actively 
involved in the school’s performing arts programs. The student does not need to be pursuing a career in the performing 
arts. The award will be in amount of $500.00.

Please rate the above student on the following criteria. Your evaluation will be considered as part of the process 
for the selection of the scholarship grantee.



Student Name:

Involvement in the music program at GHS (Instrumental, vocal and/or theatre):

		  Always	 Usually	 Sometimes	 Rarely
1. 	 Active, positive involvement in classroom activities 
2. 	 Program support beyond class time. 
3. 	 Participates in fund raisers that contribute to the
	 benefit of the whole program. 
4. 	 Actively offers to help out when needed. 

Leadership Qualities:
5. 	 Selected by instructor for leadership roles. 
6. 	 Selected by peers for leadership roles. 
7. 	 Positive commitment to program. 
8. 	 Quality follow-through on leadership responsibilities. 
9. 	 Leads by example. 
10. 	Has the confidence of fellow students. 

Striving for Excellence:
11. 	Continually strives for the best in oneself. 
12. 	Encourages others through positive actions to
	 strive for their best. 
13. 	Responsible and dependable. 
14. 	Enthusiasm in performing arts activities. 

Performing Arts Scholarship and Achievement:
15. 	Receives A’s in performing arts class. 
16. 	Demonstrates artistic ability. 
17. 	Excitement for performing arts. 

Influence on Others:
18. 	Provides a wholesome influence on others. 
19. 	Positive role model for others. 
20. 	Positive influence on whole program. 

Additional Comments:

	 Instructor’s Signature 				       Instructor’s Title				      Date

The instructor must send this completed form to the Aurora Public Schools Education Foundation, 
15701 E. 1st Ave., Suite 100, by 4:00 p.m., March 3, 2008.

Aurora Public Schools Education Foundation
15701 E. 1st Avenue, Suite #100, Aurora, Colorado 80011

303-326-2054




