


Born in 1881, to Pennsylvania pioneers, and a pioneer 
teacher herself, Myrtle Replogle Travis was a long time resident 
of New Enterprise, Pennsylvania. Upon graduation from 
college, with a Bachelor’s Degree in Education, she journeyed 
west and accepted a teaching position in Polo, Illinois, where 
she taught the elementary grades for many years until her 
marriage to Clayton Travis. Teaching and her church were 
most important in her life. At age 62, she returned to Northern 
State Teachers College, DeKalb, Illinois, to renew her teaching 
credentials. She graduated with a B+ average and resumed 
teaching until she died on December 15, 1951, at age 70.

Chief Warrant Officer Russell Romayne Travis was born 
April 13, 1918, in Polo, Illinois. He graduated from Polo 
Community High School in 1934. Following graduation, 
he served in camps and district headquarters of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps from 1934-1939. Mr. Travis enlisted as 
a private in the United States Army Air Corps in October, 
1941, and in 14 months attained the rank of Master Sergeant. 
As a non-commissioned officer, he served as the Base Sergeant 
Major at Kearns, Utah and Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, 
Colorado, respectively. In 1955, he was selected to serve as 
personal secretary to General Dwight D. Eisenhower on an  
8-week special duty assignment.

On the basis of Air Force-wide competitive examinations, 
he was promoted to the rank of Chief Warrant Officer. He 
served as the Base Personal Affairs Officer at Lowry Air Force 
Base, Denver, Colorado; Administrative Officer with the 
U.S.A.F. Mission, Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Central America; 
and Top Secret Control Officer, in the Directorate of Special 
Investigations, Inspector General Headquarters, U.S.A.F., 
Washington, D.C.

Mr. Travis retired from the U.S.A.F. on August 1, 1965, 
after completing 24 years of active duty. He, with his wife and 
daughter, chose to settle in Aurora, Colorado, in the house he 
had built in 1955. Unfortunately, his retirement was short-lived 
for he expired unexpectedly on April 9, 1970.

Both Myrtle and her son, Russell, are remembered as fair 
and decent people who saw God’s hand in all things. Mother 
and son were known for their joyful sense of humor and their 
genuine concern for the sick, the troubled, and the needy. 
Their lives were lessons in humility, perseverance, and the quiet 
dignity of honest labor.

Russell’s favorite quotation was, "God grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change; courage to do the things I 
can do; and the wisdom to know the difference."

This scholarship honors their memory, their character, and 
their interest in young people.
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The Myrtle Replogle Travis and Russell Romayne Travis Memorial Scholarship
APPLICATION

Name
	                    (Last)		  (First)					     (Middle)

Address
	                                                                 (Street)								        (Apt. No.)

	                             (City)			                      (State)				    (Zip Code)

Home Telephone	 Date of Birth

Class Rank

Attach to this form:

•	 An unofficial transcript from the first semester of your senior year.
•	 Two letters of recommendation from staff members at your school. You may also include two additional letters from other 

sources.
•	 Essay of 1,000 words or less on your goals, values and financial need.

Please submit one (1) complete original application and five (5) complete collated and stapled copies. APSEF must receive 
all six (6) packets by 4:00 p.m. on March 3, 2008 for your application to be considered. Submit application materials to: 

Aurora Public Schools Education Foundation
15701 E. 1st Avenue, #100

Aurora, CO 80011

Phone: 303-326-2054
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